IN THE CLAIMS: 




\ 



on a screen of a terminal device 



^ y 1 . (Currently Amended) A distributed office system provided with 

^rminal devices installed for a plurality of users, and a server dejl^ice connected to the terminal 
devices via a communication channel, for displaying information 
of each of the users, wherein the server includes: comprising: 

wo r king situation display means fo r dbll c ctiv c ly displaying an 
infoiination agg r egate including at least two types of information received from each user, 
including the usc r ^s wo r king situation image, and cha r acter infomiation concerning the user's 
wo r king situation on the sc r e e n of th e tcnninal device of the use r ; and 

virtual room display means fo r displaying, for each use r , diag r am 
images indicating th e user's vii-tual singl e - r oom office on th^ scr ee n of the tcnninal devic e of the 



user. 



o per ation, and 



whe re in th e charact e r infomiation is updated on the basis of each us er 's 



in case that a first user leaves hfe/li er d e sk, on th e screen of the terminal 



devices of the other use r s, the firs t use r 's working situati o n is replac e d with a blind image of th e 
fi r st user with chai ' actcr infomiati o n 

receiving means for receiving information on whether a user is 
presentlv working or on leave from the terminal device: and 

transmitting means for transfnitting the information to each of the 
terminal devices, wherein 

each of the terminal devices includes: 
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receiving means for receivimg the information on whether a user is 



presently working or on leave from the terminal device: 

display means for displaying (i) a virtual office area where a user's 
virtual single room office in a department is displayed, with each user's virtual single room office 



having a picked-up image which is updated repeatedly and having information on whether the 
user is working or on leave transmitted from the server device and a user's name, fii) a class 



organization button allowing said display means^to display an organization chart, f iii) 
information on whether a virtual meeting room for having a meeting with the other users is 

r 

r 

occupied or vacant, and (iv) a dialog box for cofnmunicating with a selected user one to one in 



jnmi 



response to designating a user's virtual single r6om office of the selected user; and 

changing means for Ranging display of a user's virtual single room 
office into display of a user's virtual single ro^m office in a desired department in response to 
selecting the desired department indicated in jthe organization chart . 

I 

2. (Cancelled). ' 



3. (Previously Presepted) The distributed office system according to 
claim 1, wherein selecting the user to be displayed in the virtual office, and changing of 



arrangement of a display position of the 
specific user. 



information concerning the user are performed by a 



4. (Currently Am snded) The distributed office system according to claim 
1, wherein said wo r king situation display means displays a virtual user common space area 
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including a meeting room, a training room, a data ro^m, and a lounge with the virtual office on 
the screen of the terminal device. 



5. (Currently Amended) Tne distributed office system according to claim 
1, wherein said character infomiation conc er ning the working situation includ e s at least on e of 
use r 's name, a cuir c nt working situation, an ope r ation content, a r e ason why the user is not 
working, a place wh e r e the user is, and the user|s virtual single room has information on a future 
working schedule. 



6. (Currently Amended) The distributed office system according to claim 
1, wherein when telephone communication is performed via a telephone channel board disposed 
in said server device, and wherein said working situation display means displays character 
information indicating that the user is on tl|e telephone as said chai - actcr infomiation concerning 
another user's working situation . 

7. (Currently Amended) The distributed office system according to claim 
1, wherein when a user is resting, said working situation display means does not display the 
resting or on leave user's working situation image, and displays us e r's working situation image, 
and displays an image indicating that tne user is resting or on leave . 



8. (Previously 
claim 1, further comprising: 



^resented) The distributed office system according to 



selecting means for selecting janother user's virtual single-room office 
on the screen; j 

visitation input means for inputting visitation to the selected other 



/ 

/ J. 



user's virtual single-room office; and 

virtual single-room offic^ display means for, when the visitation is 
inputted, displaying the inside of the virtual single-room office of a visited user on the screen of 
the terminal device of a visitor, wherein 

the screen in which th^ inside of the virtual single-room office of the 
visited user is displayed includes a visited user'^ working situation image, and a diagram image 
meaning fittings or fixtures of the visited user. 



9. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system according to 
claim 1, further comprising: 

selecting means fof selecting another user's virtual single-room office 

on the screen; 

visitation input n](eans for inputting visitation to the selected user's 
virtual single-room office; and 

office display njeans for, when the visitation is inputted, displaying the 
inside of the virtual single-room office of a visitor on the screen of the terminal device of a 
visited user, wherein 

the screen in U^hich the inside of the virtual single-room office of the 
visitor is displayed includes a visitor's working situation image, a diagram image meaning 
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• 



visitor's fittings or fixtures, and a diagram image indicatii^g an entrance door to the office, and 
the visitor's working situation image is displayed in a window portion of the door. 



/ 

10. (Previously Presented) The, distributed office system according to 



claim 1, further comprising: 



/ 



selecting means for selecting another user's virtual single-room office 

/ 

on the screen; I 

j 

input means for inputting visitation or telephone to the selected user's 
virtual single-room office; and 



telephone communicatjon means by which when the visitation or the 
telephone to the other user's virtual single-room /office is inputted, the server device makes 
telephone calls to telephone subscriber numbers registered beforehand of both the users via a 
telephone channel board, so that telephone communication can be realized between the users. 



1 1 . (Previously Presentfed) The distributed office system according to 
claim 1, wherein said terminal device comprises: 

cameras for photographing users' images; 

converting means for converting the users' images photographed by said 
cameras to compressed images with a predetermined number of pixels; and 

transmitting rt^ans for transmitting the converted images to said server 

device, 

said server deUce comprises 
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generating means for generatii^g a reduced compressed image by 

/ 

reducing the number of pixels of the received image; ai^d 

transmitting means for transmitting the generated reduced compressed 

/ 

images to said terminal device, and ' 

the transmitted reduced co/npressed images are displayed in the screens 

/ 

of said terminal device as the other users' v^orking situation images. 

/ 

i 

; 
; 
/ 

12. (Previously Presented) ^he distributed office system according to 

claim 8, wherein said terminal device comprises: j 

I 

a camera for photographing users' images; 

converting means for ^onverting the users* images photographed by said 
camera to compressed images with a predeterrr^ned number of pixels; and 

transmitting means f^r transmitting the converted image to said server 
device, and j 

said server device c|)mprises: 

transmitting means|for transmitting the compressed image of the visited 
user to the visitor's terminal device. 



13. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system according to 
claim 9, wherein said terminal device coniprises: 

cameras for phojiographing users' images; 

converting means for converting the users' images photographed by said 
camera to compressed images with a predetermined number of pixels; and 



transmitting means for transmitting the converted image to said server 

device, and 

/ 

said server device comprises 

transmitting means for trans/nitting the compressed image of the visited 
user to the visitor's terminal device. 



14. (Currently Amended) 'Kie distributed office system according to claim 
1, wherein when the working situation image of /another user using a portable terminal device 
having no camera as said terminal device is displayed, said working situation display means 
displays a user's image registered beforehand m said server device. 

15. (Currently Amended) The distributed office system according to claim 
1, wherein said wo r king situation display nieans comprises setting means for setting a frame rate 
by a user's operation when another user's working situation image photographed by a camera 
disposed on the terminal device is received and displayed. 



16. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system according to 
claim 3, further comprising: 

indicating nieans for indicating an organization on the screen in which 
the virtual single-room offices of thejusers belonging to the same organization are displayed in 
the same virtual office; and 

moving mfeans for moving the screen to the virtual office area of a 
different organization in accordance with the indication by said indicating means. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system according to 
claim 14, further comprising: ' 

referring means for referring to profile concerning a screen display 
ability of a portable information terminal registered, in said server device; 

generating means for generating display data for screen display of said 

/ 

portable information terminal by said server deviqb; and 

/ 

transmitting means for /ransmitting the generated display data to said 
portable information terminal, wherein j 

said portable informatfion terminal displays images of the virtual single- 
room office, a virtual office area and a user copimon space area in accordance with the received 
display data. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system according to 
claim 1, wherein the character information /concerning the working situation is inputted by a 
telephone set ten key, in addition to by saip terminal device. 

19. (Original) Thg distributed office system according to claim 1, wherein 
said server device comprises: 

time setting liieans for setting a user's standard working time; and 
sound instrujction sending means for sending an instruction for melody 
sound to said terminal device, and 

said termiiial device comprises: 
a sound spurce device; and 
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ringing means for receiving said sent instruction for the melody sound 
to ring the melody sound at a work start time, a lunch break start time, a lunch break end time, a 
work end time, and a core time end time for an ordinary working user. 

20. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system according to 

claim 1, wherein said server device comprises: / 

I 

i 
f 

setting means for settifig a user's standard rest time or a rest interval 



time; and 



/ 

soimd instruction sqlhding means for sending an instruction for melody 



soimd to said terminal device, and / 

f 

said terminal device comprises: 
a sound source device; and 

ringing means for receiving the sent instruction for melody sound to 
ring a rest promoting melody sound for urging a worker's rest. 



2 1 . (Currently Arriended) A method of managing terminal devices 
provided for a plurality of users in a distributed office system p r ovided with terminal devices 
installed fo r a plurality of us e rs, and ^se r ve r device c o miectcd to the terminal devices via a 
c o nimunication channel for displaying information on a screen of the a terminal device of the 
user each of the users in the distribufted office system , comprising the steps of: 

receivin^information on whether a user is presentlv working or on 
leave fi-om the terminal device: 
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/ 

/ 

displaying diagi ' aiii images for each user indicating a us e r's virtual 
single-room office on the sc r een of the terminal devic e of th e use r ; 

collectiv e ly dis p laying an infomiation agg r egat e of at least two types of 
infomiation received fi - om e ach oth er , including a us cr ^s working situation image, and cha r act er 
infomiation concerning the user's working situation; and 

updating charact er ipfomiation on the basis of each use r ^s operation, 

f 

wh e r e in, in case th^t a fi r st us er l e aves his/lie r desk, on th e scre e n of the 

/ 
I 

t e mimal devic e s of th e other users, the first Riser's wo r king situation is r eplaced with a blind 

t 

image of the first use r with charact er infomiation 

f 

; 

displaying (i) a virtual office area where a user's virtual single room 
I 

office in a department is displayed, with epch user's virtual single room office having a picked-up 

/ 

image which is updated repeatedly and having information on whether the user is working or on 

/ 

leave transmitted from the server device/ and a user's name, (ii) a class organization button 
allowing the display means to display an organization chart, (iii) information on whether a virtual 
meeting room for having a meeting wiih the other users is occupied or vacant, (iv) and a dialog 
box for communicating with a selectefd user one to one in response to designating a user's virtual 
single room office of the selected user: and 

changing A display of a user's virtual single room office into a display of 
a user's virtual single room office An a desired department in response to selecting the desired 
department indicated in the organization chart. . 

22. (Cancelled). 



- 11 - 



/ 

/ 

23. (Previously Presented) The dis|ributed office system managing method 

according to claim 21, wherein selecting of the users to be displayed in the virtual office, and 

/ 

changing of arrangement of a display position of the iijfbrmation concerning the user are 
performed by a specific user. 



24. (Previously Presented) me distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, wherein said step of displaying the information concerning the other user's 
working situation comprises displaying a virtuay user coinmon space area including a meeting 
room, a training room, a data room, or a loungp with the virtual office area on the screen of the 
terminal device. 



25. (Currently Amended) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, wherein the character infomiation conccmiiig the working situation 
includ e s at l e ast on e of a user's name, a pres e nt working situation and an op e ration content, a 
r eason why the user is not working and a p lace where the use r is, and the user's virtual single 
room has information on a future working schedule. 



26. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, wherein when telephone communication is performed via a telephone 
channel board disposed in the server device, said step of displaying the information concerning 
the user's working situation conprises displaying character information indicating that the user is 
on the telephone as the character information concerning the user's working situation. 



- 12- 



27. (Currently Amended) The distributea office system managing method 
according to claim 21, wherein said step of displaying the information conceming the user's 
working situation comprises, when the user is resting, not displaying the resting or on leave usefs 
working situation image, and displaying an image indicafing that the user is resting or on leave . 

28. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, further comprising the steps i 

selecting another user's virtual single-room office on the screen; 
inputting visitation to t^e selected other user's virtual single-room 

office; and 

when the visitation i^ inputted, displaying the inside of the virtual 
single-room office of a visited user on the screen of the terminal device of a visitor, wherein 

the screen in whioh the inside of the virtual single-room office of the 
visited user is displayed includes a visitecyuser's working situation image, and a diagram image 
meaning fittings or fixtures of the visiteq user. 



29. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system managing method 

according to claim 21, further compmsing the steps of: 

selecting another user's virtual single-room office on the screen; 
inputting visitation to the selected user's virtual single-room office; and 
when tme visitation is inputted, displaying the inside of the virtual 

single-room office of a visitor oil the screen of the terminal device of a visited user, wherein 
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f 



the screen in which the inside aithe virtual single-room office of the 

/ 

visitor is displayed includes a visitor's working situation image, a diagram image meaning 
visitor's fittings or fixtures, and a diagram image indicating an entrance door to the office, and 
the visitor's working situation image is displayed in ji window portion of the door. 

/ 
/ 

30. (Previously Presented) /The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, further comprising the steps of: 

selecting another users virtual single-room office on the screen; 

inputting visitation yor telephone to the selected user's virtual single- 
room office; and 

when the visitatibn or the telephone to the selected user's virtual single- 
room office is inputted, making telephone calls to telephone subscriber numbers registered 
beforehand of both the users via a telephone channel board by the server device, so that 
telephone communication can be realized between the users. 



3 1 . (Previously Presented) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, further comprising the steps of 

convertipg a user's image photographed by a camera disposed on said 
terminal device to a compressed ilmage with a predetermined number of pixels; and 

transnlitting the converted image to the server device; 

generating a reduced compressed image by reducing the number of 
pixels of the received image by the server device; 
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transmitting the generated redyced compressed image to the terminal 

/ 

device; and j 

displaying said transmitted Reduced compressed image as another user's 
working situation image in the screen of the terminal device. 

32. (Previously Presented)/ The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 28, further comprising the sjfeps of: 

converting a user's image photographed by a camera disposed on the 
terminal device to a compressed image with a predetermined number of pixels; 

transmitting the converted image to the server device; and 
transmitting the gompressed image of the visited user to the visitor's 
terminal device by the server device. 

33. (Previously Bresented) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 29, further comprising the steps of: 

converting/a user's image photographed by a camera disposed on the 
terminal device to a compressed image with a predetermined number of pixels; 

transmittjfng the converted image to the server device; and 
transmitting the compressed image of the visited user to the visitor's 
terminal device by the server device. 



34. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, where(n when the working situation image of another user using a 
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portable terminal device not having a camera as the termj^ial device is displayed, said step of 
displaying the information concerning the user's working situation comprises displaying a user's 
image registered before hand in the server device. 



35. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, wherein said step of displaying the information conceming the user's 
working situation comprises the steps of: receiving the user's working situation image 
photographed by a camera disposed on the termipal device; and displaying the image in a frame 
rate set by a user's operation. 

36. (Previously Presenied) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 23, further comprising the steps of 

indicating an organization on the screen on which the virtual single- 
room offices of the users belonging to th^ same organization are displayed in the same virtual 
office area; and 

moving the scjfreen to the virtual office area of the different organization 
in accordance with the indication. 



37. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 34, further comprising the steps of 

referring/to profile conceming a screen display ability of a portable 
information terminal registered inl the server device; 
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generating optimum display data for screen display of the portable 
information terminal by the server device; and / 

transmitting the generated nisplay data to the portable information 
terminal, w^herein / 

the portable information terminal displays images of the virtual single- 
room office, a virtual office area and a user common space area in accordance v^ith the received 
display data. / 

38. (Previously Presented) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, wherein the character information concerning the working situation is 
inputted by a telephone set ten key, in addition to by the terminal device. 

39. (Previousw Presented) The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, further comprising the steps of: 

setting a user's standard working time by the server device; 
sending an instruction for melody sound to the terminal device, and 
receiving the sent instruction for the melody sound by the terminal 
device to ring by an attached sound source device the melody sound at a work start time, a lunch 
break start time, a lunch bre^ end time, a work end time, and a core time end time for an 
ordinary working user. 

40. 

according to claim 21, 



'(Previously Presented) The distributed office system managing method 
ther comprising the steps of: 



device; 



/ 



/ 

setting a user's standard rest time ^r a rest interval time by the server 

/ 
/ 



sending an instruction for melody sound to the terminal device; and 
receiving the sent instructioil for the melody sound by the terminal 

device to ring a rest promoting melody sound for ur^ging a worker's rest by an attached sound 

source device. 



ay 



41, (New) Terminal devices installed for a plurality of users, connected to 
a server device via a communication channel, for displaying information on a screen of a 
terminal device of each of the users in a distributed office system, comprising: 

receiving means for receiving the information on whether a user is 
presently working or on leave from the terminal device; 

display means for displaying (i) a virtual office area where a user's 
virtual single room office in a department is displayed, with each user's virtual single room office 
having a picked-up image which p updated repeatedly and having information on whether the 
user is working or on leave transmitted from the server device and a user's name, (ii) a class 
organization button allowing siid display means to display an organization chart, (iii) 
information on whether a virtual meeting room for having a meeting with the other users is 
occupied or vacant, (iv) and/a dialog box for communicating with a selected user one to one in 
response to designating a user's virtual single room office of the selected user; and 

:hanging means for changing display of user's virtual single room 
offices into display of a Riser's virtual single room office in a desired department in response to 
selecting the desired department indicated in the organization chart. 
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